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In passing the Appropriation Bill for the Depart- House Makes Deep Cut 
ment of State on April 17, the House of Representatives in Appropriation for 
cut the appropriation for the International Educational Educational Exchange 
Exchange Program from a requested $30 million to 
$17,575,000. In its report the House Committee noted that in addition to 
this amount the Department would have $3,575,000 in non-appropriated foreign 
currencies available for these activities and that this would approximate 
the total available in appropriated and non-appropriated funds for the current 
fiscal year. The Department has, in fact, had $20,000,000 in appropriated 
funds, plus $1,150,000 in non-appropriated foreign currencies, for exchange in 
fiscal year 1957. 

The House stipulated that of the $17,575,000 in appropriated funds not 
less than $6,750,000 shall be used for the purchase of foreign currencies, 
mainly for programs under the Fulbright Act. This leaves $10,825,000 in dollars 
(as against $13 million in 1957) for operational expenses for the total program 
here and overseas, support of foreign currency programs in thirty-three Fulbright 
countries, leader and specialist grants in all countries, and the entire program 
in fifty-four countries where no foreign currencies for Fulbright programs are 
available. 

Thus, while the operation of the Fulbright program is provided for in thirty- 
three countries, drastic cuts will have to be made elsewhere, according to informa- 
tion from the Department of State. The leaders and specialists programs will have 
to be reduced substantially, especially in Europe and in certain countries of the 
Near East and Southeast Asia. 

In fourteen of the twenty other American republics, where programs are 
supported entirely by dollar funds, sizeable reductions will be necessary and in 
some countries programs will be virtually eliminated. Assistance to American- 
sponsored schools in this area will have to suffer a seriour cut-back, although 
it was planned to double our aid in 1958. 

Out of thirty-two countries in the Near East and Africa, twenty-seven are 
operated solely on dollar funds. Most of these are on the crucially important 
African continent and programs in these twenty-seven countries may have to be cut 
below the present operating level. 

Similarly, programs in the Far East and Southeast Asia will have to be re- 
duced by approximately twenty-five percent below the present level. 

At its meeting on April 17, ‘the Council's Commission on Education and Inter- 
national Affairs strongly supported the restoration by the Senate of the full 
amount recommended by the President. It was the Commission's considered judgment 
that the shifts of emphasis in the total exchange of persons program required by 
the reduction in dollar funds would seriously curtail exchange activities in the 
very countries in which it should be strengthened. It would likewise restrict 
types of programs which are vital to the further development of international 
understanding at a time when it is imperative to expand them in our national 
interest. The Commission is requesting the privilege of offering testimony to 
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support restoration of the full appropriation as originally recommended by the 
President. 

The members of the Subcommittee for State and Justice, the Judiciary the 
Related Agencies of the Senate Committee on Appropriations, which will consider 
the appropriation for the State Department, are listed below: 


Lyndon B. Johnson, Texas, Chairman Leverett Saltonstall, Massachusetts 
Carl Hayden, Arizona Joseph R. McCarthy, Wisconsin , 
Allen J. Ellender, Louisiana Karl E. Mundt, South Dakota 
John L. McClellan, Arkansas Margaret Chase Smith, Maine 
Warren G. Magnuson, Washington Everett McKinley Dirksen, Illinois 
Spessard L. Holland, Florida J. W. Fulloright, Arkansas 
John 0. Pastore, Rhode Island ex officio 
Styles Bridges, New Hampshire Mike Mansfield, Montana 
ex officio 


Bourke B. Hickenlooper, Iowa 
ex officio 


Council Asks Funds For The American Council on Education, by letter 
President's Committee to Senator Lister Hill, chairman of the ; 
Senate Subcommittee on Appropriations, has ( 
stressed the value of the President's Committee on Education Beyond the High School ! 


and expressed concern at the action of the House in eliminating funds for opera- 
tion of the Committee. 1 
Acting Chief Executive Raymond F. Howes wrote, "Members of our staff have 1 
had opportunity to observe the operation of the Committee closely, are convinced ( 
that it is doing a good job, and feel that it should be permitted to complete 1 
its important task." 1 
In an appeal for Senate action to restore the Committee's funds, the 1 
Council letter added: "In his Budget Message the President originally requested 
$300,000 for the Committee, a sum which the Council's Committee on Relationships 
of Higher Education to the Federal Government considers reasonable in terms of 
@ sound program of study, information, and assistance to the States, and minimal 
in terms of the urgent action required if our nation during the next few years 
is to provide its youth with an opportunity for higher education." 


Excise Tax Exemption Private non-profit educational institutions 
Near Action in House would be exempt from retailers, manu- 


facturers, communication and transportation 
excise taxes under the provisions of an excise-tax technical changes bill of 
1957 upon which the House Ways and Means Committee has reached tentative agree- 
ment. Present law provides an exemption from these taxes for purchases by State 
and local government units, which in effect also exempts public educational 
institutions. 

The bill under consideration represents the first over-all technical 
revision of the general excise-tax provisions since 1932, the year when a great 
many of these excise taxes were adopted. When a draft of the provisions 
tentatively decided upon is completed about May 1, the legislation will be 
introduced in the House, then referred to the Ways and Means Committee for final 
review before it is reported out to the floor of the House. 


Housing for Nurses This Bulletin, issue No. 11, dated April 12, 
Wot Included in Bill 1957 reported that a section in H.R. 6659, 


the Housing Act of 1957, would make housing 
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loans available to certain public and non-profit private hospitals. This was in  * 
error. Such a proposal was included in the Housing Act of 1957 as recommended 
by the Subcommittee on Housing of the Committee on Banking and Currency, but in 
the legislation as approved by the full Committee on Banking and Currency the 
provision for housing of nurses was eliminated. Other items affecting the College 
Housing Loan Program remain as described earlier. 
H.R. 6659 now awaits the granting of a rule by the House Rules Committee. "4 
This is not expected at the earliest before the middle of May. 


Stressing the importance of continued contacts with Relations Stressed 
foreign alumni, the Department of State is urging American With Foreign Alumni 
colleges and universities to give a high priority to main- 
taining such contacts. In a letter of April 15 to heads of institutions, Russell 
L. Riley, director of the Department's International Educational Exchange Service, 
stated in part, "Study undertaken in this country by foreign visitors . . .can 
make important and lasting contributions to the promotion of mutual understanding 
particularly if professional and personal contact can be maintained with the 
foreign visitor after he has returned to his own country." 

The Department's recommendation for increased emphasis on "follow-up" measures 
is being made at the suggestion of the American Council on Education's Commission 
on Education and International Affairs, as well as members of the United States 
Advisory Commission on Educational Exchange. 

American colleges and universities are making a very significant cisntinttie> 
tion to the entire exchange program. The Commission hopes that it may be possible 
for institutions to cooperate still further with the Department of State in 
carrying out its recommendations for additional continuing contacts with our 
foreign academic visitors. The personal follow-up through institutions in which 
the visitor has been a student, faculty member, or visitor will mean even more 
than such follow-up through Government or the operating agencies. 


The Lilly Endowment, Inc., has announced a grant Grant Made to Commission 
of $75,000 to the American Council on Education to on the Education of Women 
support a clearinghouse of research, publications, and 
consultants on the higher education of women. The program will be under the 
direction of the Commission on the Education of Women, which, as the Lilly Endow- 
ment statement notes, "has been active in the improvement of college programs 
for women, both in co-educational institutions and women's colleges.” 


Copies of additional statements in opposition to More Organizations Oppose 
HR 2409 to authorize the Judge Advocate General's School Federal Degree-Granting 
to award advanced degrees, and to HR 3516 to authorize 
the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research to award graduate degrees, have been 
received by the Council. (See this Bulletin, Vol. VI, No. 8 and No. 12). The 
following are examples: 


From Dean Ronald Bamford of the Graduate School, University of Maryland, 
chairman of the Graduate Council, American Association of Land-Grant Colleges 
and State Universities; 


"The Executive Committee of the Graduate Council of the 
American Association of Land Grant Colleges and State Universities 
has asked me, as Chairman of the Graduate Council, to write to you 
registering their opposition to HR2409 and HR 3516. As you know 7] 
this issue has been advanced before and the whole Council at past 
annual meetings has discussed the principles involved and their 
Opposition to it. 


} 


"They want to register their opposition because: 


1. The direction of graduate programs and the issuance 
of graduate degrees is not the prime responsibility 
nor the dedicated purpose of any governmental agency. 


2. The climate for and the adjuncts to graduate degrees 
are only available at institutions which have com- 
plete educational programs. 


3. There is adequate opportunity for the properly quali- 
fied personnel of governmental agencies to secure 
such training and degrees in already existing colleges and 
universities. 


4, The adoption of this principle would put all governmental 
agencies in competition with colleges and universities 
and lead to the certain reduction in standards." 


From Professor Philip Mechem, of the School of Law, University of Pennsyl- 


vania, president of the Association of American Law Schools: 


"The proposed legislation authorizing Service Schools to 
grant degrees and in particular authorizing the Judge Advocate 
General School in Charlottesville, Virginia to grant law degrees 
has come to my attention. It seemed to me a matter of very grave 
import and one in which our Association was very much interested. 
I immediately proceeded to write to the other members of the 
Executive Committee asking their opinion. [I have recently received 
answers, all of them, and I find that four out of our five members 
are very definitely and very strongly opposed to this idea. I 
myself am one of those taking this view. My information is that 
the school at Charlottesville is doing a good job. My opinion is 
not based on any doubts as to that, but on my serious doubt as to 
the wisdom of allowing schools to start giving degrees when the 
schools are not part of any University and will naturally have none 
of the background and context of University Education. In that 
regard I strongly agree with the opinions voiced by the speakers 
who appeared before Subcommittee No. 2 of the Committee on Armed 
Services on March 14. 


“Perhaps I should make it clear that this is simply the opinion 
of the Executive Committee. It has not proved possible at this 
time and I doubt if it ever could to poll our whole Association. 
However I believe our Committee is representative of the membership 
of the Association and I would be very much surprised if the great 
majority of the members do not share this opinion." 
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